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What is the Project?

e Joint Effort

— Texas Historical
Commission

— Texas Department of
Transportation

e Grant from Federal
Highways
Administration

* Commemorate Historic F
H Ighways Source: TxDOT Photo Library

* Heritage Tourism

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the Project?
* Goals g

o

— Develop Historic i
Context

— Document Historic
Buildings and
Structures Along
Bankhead Highway

— Make Informat|0n Souce:xOT Photo Library
Available to Public

— Promote Tourism

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the Project?

* Survey all alighments
of Bankhead Highway

— State Highway 1
— US 80 and US 67

* Please help us
identify historic
resources along
highway

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the Bankhead Highway?
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Source: Birmingham Public Library

* Transcontinental Highway from Washington DC
to San Diego CA by way of Alabama

* |dea dates to 1916 by Asa Rountree and Senator
John H. Bankhead of Alabama

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the Bankhead Highway?
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* Lincoln Highway from New
York NY to San Francisco CA

* Other Highway Associations
formed in 1910s

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



q| BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY |_

Who is Bankhead?

e Senator John Hollis
Bankhead (1842-1920)

— U.S. Senator 1907-1920 |
— Promoted Good Roads

— Sponsored Federal-Aid
Highway Act of 1916

Source: Library of Congress

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Who is Bankhead?

Yes, he is related to Tallulah Bankhead

Source: Library of Congress -S_erce: Library of Congress

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?

e Path finders
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Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What is the route?
e Path finders

Source: Bygone Byways

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?

* Map

BANKHEAD NT‘\TIQN AL HIGHWAY
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Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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* Map

BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY

What is the route?

70 ROCKWALL N %= 7o TERRELL | TOURING BUREAY & OFFICES OF

N DALLAS AUTOMBILE CLUB
aNEL IN ORIENTAL HOTEL

Oklahoma, & Louisiana, 1919
Source: Baylor University

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?
* Build the Highway

Source: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?
* Build the Highway
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Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?
* Build the Highway

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?

* Build the Highway

khead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway

Moy, 1924

CONCRETE HIGHWAY MAGAZINE s

Shall it be Gravel or Single Track
Concrete?

By ]. W, REESE
County Judge, Rockwall, Texas

Bl lx & “Boasrar™ for concrece mads

'l‘H(ll.'(:H availsble Tands fur rcad

comatruction in Rockwall County
were oot sufficient for builicg standard
widssh pavements, the Laspayers of Texns”
svallst county woukd e satishivd with
nothing less than comerete. The salution
was Suund in the construction of single
teack concrvte pavement which provided
sufficient milege to place overy farme
in the county withiz an average distance
of une mile from a hard-surfaced
highway,

When rozd lmopeovement was first
conteenplated, it wos expected thet only
1324 milea from Roves City through
Rockwall would be psved, On this
stretch—an 18 foot comerete pavenent—
Govermment and Federal Aid amounted
20 $388,000 aid the counly's share was

SE0000.  The balsece of U $800,000 vounty bond isuc voted in 1919 odginally

was to be wied in grevelling the other

importaat roads in the county. The
chaege from gravel Lo single track con-
crete pavement for these rouds was mauly
after caredul deliberation hesed on esti-
maled coala

As there is no grave deposic bn the
county, all of this material must be im-
portud over 2 bsul of from 40 1o 50 miles.
Under these canditioms a gravel surlace
16 et wide would cost £11,000 per mile,
exclusive of Wridpes and grading.  The
maintepance of o gravel road wou k) shi
five or six hundred dollacs yeasly

per mile while expensive scarifying and
reshaping would be necessary every cight
0r ten yesrs, Texas laws permit 3 couanty
10 issze booxds for anly 25 per cent of ite

Legqenc
-t Corervty Pavarent Sonpleed,
o= 8T Cancrete MeementCom p ated
= fricoacrere Moverest Prepesea

Source: Internet Archive
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What is the route?
* Build the Highway

’ : w\ ":; L
By

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

* Military Transportation

CAMP TJOHN FRAMKLIN,
% e SWEETWATER, TEX,

» &' hug, L3209

Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

* Military Transportation

Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

e Commerce and Trade

Source: The Portal to Texas History

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

e Commerce and Trade

Source: B. F. Hicks, Mount Vernon

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

e Commerce and Trade

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

e Commerce and Trade

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

e Commerce and Trade

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

Cc.20 AERIAL VIEW OF TEXAS CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS, 1

) TEXAS CENTENNIAL
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Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why Was The Highway Needed?

e Tourism

]
}
i (SRS

A View of Highwey No. 1, Showing Historicel Marker
at the ILeft, Approximately 2 Miles Bast of Nt. Pleasant,
Titus County

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

Tourism
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

CAMP HANNON No 2 OM HIGHWAYS Nov 1 aws 67 TEXARKANA, TEXAS vy

Source: Dan Smith

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?

e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway




What are we doing?
Survey and Document Historic Resources
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The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway




What are we doing?
Survey and Document Historic Resources

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?

Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



qul BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY |Il_

What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Field Teams in Area during weeks of August 19 and 26

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
urvey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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Mount Vernon, 1923, Sanborn Map Co., Digital copy at Center
for American History, UT Austin
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

3¢ 8 s 37 38 29 40 4/
Qf‘a
v 9;.?:’.? &
 STATION g FLG ] o
w6 7 @ T srn ' i
= z_ / rzr o
’ 2
o D conc. k¢, A
REPRIRING A
3
A e

A

HASTY TOURIST E']
o

CAMP

R, a
~ i:.:a .~

S. RUSK

-
4 - /
A g ) 2 ,
: @ (=13
o, 7
o
7 S A STRTE GCARRGE
o EARTN FE 5
/ z L3
., L -
N 7. ,”1’” z ﬁl 577
GENL ST6C I

Jcory

wooo POITS

Fes

Mount Vernon, 1944, Sanborn Map Co., Digital copy at Center for American History, UT
Austin

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY

What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
* Survey and Document Historic Resources

Mount Pleasant, 1944, Sanborn Map Co., Digital copy at Center for American History, UT Austin

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Omaha, 1943, Texas State Board of Insurance, Texas State Library and
Archives

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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Omaha, 1943, Texas State Board of Insurance, Texas State Library and Archives

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Portal to Texas History

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



-‘“ BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY Il!_

What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Portal to Texas History

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

i St

Albany, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Brackenridge, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Texas Historical Commission

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Ranger, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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Big Spring, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Abilene, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
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Source: Natlonal Archives and Records Administration
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Arlington, Texas
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Cisco, Texas
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Strawn, Texas
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What are we doing?
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Source: The Garland Landmark Society
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West, Texas
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Vicinity of Texarkana, Texas
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What are we doing?
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Merkel, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



qul BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY |Il_

What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

/-670-281°8

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What are we doing?
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Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Main, Conmerce and Elm Streets Underpass, Highway
No. 1-B, Dallas, Dallas County

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: The Garland Landmark Society
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How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

Humble Map, 1928. Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



-‘H BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY ||!_

How can | participate?
e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other

materials
o This Booklet Are
| — . ToHelpYou
| 1 | ke N o always
il | - /«( \ takethe vight
— 5 road.

—~ ] ;o (TJo get the
‘*'\“‘\ mo.rt service
» and plcasure

out of your
‘., carat the
'Icast coste~

TIRE RFLORD ,
NTV wer R z‘umu‘u E

Humble Map, 1928. Source: Birmingham Public Library
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How can | participate?
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Source: B. F. Hicks, Mount Vernon

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY

How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



-u‘ BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY I“_

How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

Source: B. F. Hicks, Mount Vernon
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Source: B. F. Hicks, Mount Vernon
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How can | participate?
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Photo courtesy The Texarkana Museums

Hannon’s Tourist Camp, date unknown. Source: Dan Smith

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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How can | participate?
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Source: Bygone Byways
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How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
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How can | participate?
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Q: How can | get ongoing Bankhead Highway project information?

A: Please send your contact information to the project coordinator Leslie Wolfenden at
leslie. wolfenden@thc.state.tx.us or call her at 512-463-3386. Or check the THC Bankhead Highway website for

the latest updates at hitp./fwwaw.the state tx us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-highways
/bankhead-highway

Q: How can | share my Bankhead Highway information (documents, photographs, postcards, etc.) with
the THC?

A: Please contact project coordinator Leslie Wolfenden at leslie. wolfenden@thc state.tx.us or call her at
512-463-3386. An Information release form would need to be filled out, signed, and sent in for any Bankhead
Highway images, as they may be used in project documents, on the THC website, or other media sources.
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http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway/bankhead-highway-fags
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How can | participate?
Project Contact information

* Texas Historical Commission
— Leslie Wolfenden, Project Manager
* Email: Leslie. Wolfenden@thc.state.tx.us
* Phone: 512-463-3386
 Hardy-Heck-Moore, Inc.
— David Moore, Historian
* Email: dmoore@hhminc.com
* Phone: 512-478-8014 x 109

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Thank you for coming!
* Questions?

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



